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MI KMAKI
Alderney Landing Theatre is located in Mi’kma’ki, 
the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq 
People. This territory is covered by the “Treaties 
of Peace and Friendship” which Mi’kmaq Wəlastəkwiyik 
(Maliseet), and Passamaquoddy Peoples first signed 
with the British Crown in 1726. The treaties did not 
deal with surrender of lands and resources but in 
fact recognized Mi’kmaq and Wəlastəkwiyik (Maliseet) 
title and established the rules for what was to be 
an ongoing relationship between nations. 



On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, welcome to the 2022 
Creative Nova Scotia Awards Celebration. 

The arts are essential to the health and well-being of our 
communities and artists throughout the province demonstrate the 
value and transformative power of art everyday. You are leaders 
and catalysts for change and work to make Nova Scotia a better 
place to live, work and create. As our creative economy continues 
to grow, ensuring arts and cultural activities thrive here is more 
important than ever.

Congratulations to this year’s award recipients. You provide 
inspiration for our future generations of artists and creators 
to showcase their exceptional works. I know I speak for all Nova 
Scotians when I say we are truly proud. 

Preparation for this awards celebration is a labour of love.  
It is wonderful to be back together in person to honour this year’s 
recipients, along with a free livestream that can be watched from 
anywhere in the province. Thank you to Arts Nova Scotia, the 
Creative Nova Scotia Leadership Council and Heist directors Sylvia 
Bell, Aaron Collier, Richie Wilcox for producing this event. 

Sincerely,

Honourable Pat Dunn, M.L.A. 
Minister of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage 

MESSAGE
FROM THE 
MINISTER
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Au nom de la Province de la 
Nouvelle-Écosse, bienvenue à 
la célébration des Prix pour 
la création en Nouvelle-Écosse 
de 2022. 

Les arts sont essentiels à la 
santé et au bien-être de nos 
communautés, et les artistes 
de toute la province démontrent 
chaque jour la valeur et le 
pouvoir de transformation des 
arts. Vous êtes des leaders et 
des catalyseurs de changement, 
et vous faites de la Nouvelle-
Écosse un meilleur endroit où 
vivre, travailler et créer. 
Alors que notre économie de la 
création continue de croître, 
il est plus important que 
jamais de faire en sorte que 
les activités artistiques et 
culturelles puissent prospérer.

Félicitations aux lauréats et 
lauréates des prix de cette 
année. Vous inspirez nos 
futures générations d’artistes 
et de créateurs à présenter 

leurs œuvres exceptionnelles. 
Je sais que je parle au nom 
de toute la population néo-
écossaise quand je dis que nous 
sommes vraiment fiers. 

Les préparatifs en vue de 
cette célébration sont faits 
avec grand plaisir. Il est 
merveilleux de pouvoir nous 
réunir en personne pour rendre 
hommage aux lauréats et lauréats 
de cette année, en plus d’offrir 
gratuitement une diffusion 
en direct qui est accessible 
partout dans la province. Merci 
à Arts Nouvelle-Écosse, au 
Conseil de leadership pour la 
création en Nouvelle-Écosse et 
aux directeurs de Heist, soit 
Sylvia Bell, Aaron Collier et 
Richie Wilcox, d’avoir assuré la 
réalisation cet événement. 

Cordialement,

L’honorable Pat Dunn,
député Ministre des Communautés, 
de la Culture, du Tourisme
et du Patrimoine 

MESSAGE DU
MINISTRE

Creative Nova Scotia Awards 2022 November 10,2022



2022
MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHAIRS

The 2022 Creative Nova Scotia Awards marks a significant milestone 
for the event and our province. For the first time since 2019, 
the awards will feature an in-person audience. While this is 
an incredibly significant milestone for Nova Scotia’s creators 
(reflecting progress in recovering from the most damaging aspects 
of the pandemic), this moment of celebration is also a time of 
serious reflection on the things we have learned, and continue to 
learn, from an extraordinary experience.

Nova Scotia’s creators have, and will, play an incredibly 
important role in reflecting what we have endured and where we 
must aspire to be in the future. The artists and organizations 
recognized here tonight reflect our potential to re-engage each 
other with a renewed sense of purpose and a commitment to work 
for something better. No matter what form of artistic expression 
we celebrate tonight, every artist working in Nova Scotia today 
has the potential to immeasurably change our lives. And that is 
something to celebrate.

Ken Schwartz, Arts Nova Scotia
And
Laura MacKenzie, Creative Nova Scotia Leadership Council

Creative Nova Scotia Awards 2022 November 10,2022



MESSAGE DES 
PRÉSIDENTS 
POUR 2022

L’édition de 2022 des Prix pour la création en Nouvelle-Écosse 
marque un jalon important pour le gala et pour la province. Pour 
la première fois depuis 2019, le gala se déroulera en présence 
d’un public. Bien que ce soit un jalon incroyablement important 
pour les créateurs et les créatrices de la province (jalon qui 
reflète le progrès dans la reprise après les pires conséquences de 
la pandémie), ce moment de célébration est aussi une occasion de 
bien réfléchir aux choses que nous avons apprises et de continuer 
à tirer des leçons de cette expérience extraordinaire.

Les créateurs et les créatrices de la Nouvelle-Écosse ont joué 
et ontinueront de jouer un rôle incroyablement important dans 
la représentation de ce que nous avons enduré et de ce à quoi 
nous devons aspirer dans l’avenir. Les artistes et les organismes 
mis à l’honneur ce soir sont l’image de notre capacité d’unir nos 
forces dans un esprit de motivation renouvelée et avec un ferme 
désir d’œuvrer pour quelque chose de meilleur. Peu importe le 
type d’expression artistique récompensé ce soir, tous les artistes 
qui travaillent en Nouvelle-Écosse aujourd’hui sont capables de 
changer nos vies de manière inestimable – et voilà quelque chose 
qu’il vaut la peine de célébrer.

Ken Schwartz, Arts Nova Scotia
Et
Laura MacKenzie, Creative Nova Scotia Leadership Council
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HEIST HEIST is a live art company committed to creating, producing 
and presenting innovative, genre-bending and queerly playful 
performances in Halifax and beyond. An important element to our 
organization is having a clear and strong commitment to diversity 
within culture, abilities and gender.

HEIST is comprised of Artistic Director Richie Wilcox, Managing 
Director Sylvia Bell and Technical Director Aaron Collier. 
 

“The Creative Nova Scotia Awards 
is a special annual celebration 
as it honours artists from all 
artistic disciplines from across 
Nova Scotia. One of the goals 
for Arts Nova Scotia and the 
Creative Nova Scotia Leadership 
Council is to uplift and 
showcase each award recipient 
to a new level of visibility, 
expanding their reach to more 
people in the province and 
beyond. In an effort to deliver 
this important impact, HEIST 

has teamed up with KekeBeatz 
and Duane Jones to create 
individual Artist Spotlight 
videos that will be released 
in the coming months as well 
as podcast episodes which will 
highlight each artist and be 
featured on the Art Pays Me 
podcast. Nova Scotia has world-
class artists and we are happy 
to do our part in shouting out 
their praises to let the word 
know!” - HEIST 

Aaron Collier. Sylvia Bell, Richie Wilcox 

E V EN T  P R O D U C ER
+  C U R ATO R
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Margot Durling
2002 Event Theme — Synthesize

...an art party where artists of 
all mediums gather; where the 
rivers meet, fuse, and converge 
to celebrate the making of art.

A celebrated public artist 
and member of the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
community, Margot’s sculpture 
“Chosen Family” on the Halifax 
Commons has become a beacon of 
safety and belonging for the 
local community in Halifax/
Kjipuktuk, and more recently 
at the National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa. This year, Margot 
was shortlisted to design a 
National 2SLGBTQIA+ Monument 
in Ottawa with Fathom Studio. 
Their public art is focused on 
giving voice, access, and safety 
to community.

Margot is a playful visual 
artist and multi-disciplinary 
designer whose non-traditional 
body of work has been recognized 
for inspiring play, connection, 
joy and healing. Driven by 
social change and storytelling, 
their work centers on public 
art, placemaking, playgrounds, 
and community- based projects. 
A talented facilitator and 
imagineer, Margot brings joy 
and invention to the creativity  
weaving complex matters into 
playful design.

Creative Nova Scotia Awards 2022 November 10,2022

A R T  +  D ESIG N



2022
CONTRIBUTING
ARTISTS

Sylvia D. Hamilton 
James MacLean 
Duane Jones 
KekeBeatz 
Catarina Ciccone 
Colin J. Muise 
Iron Tide Singers 
Matt Downey 
Peter Sarty 
Brandon Tolliver 
Jacques Mindreau
Laura Stinson
Ian McFarlance
Cyndi Cain
Andre Fenton

House of Eights:
Cavell Holland
Carolin Mateus
Gabrielle Greener
Jayla James
Laura Flemming
Nicola Popp
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Sylvia D. Hamilton is a writer, 
filmmaker and artist, whose 
poetry collection And I Alone 
Escaped to Tell You (2014), 
was a finalist for the Nova 
Scotia Masterworks Award and 
the Gerald Lampert Memorial 
Award. A new poetry collection 
titled,Tender, is set for release 
by Gaspereau Press in October 
2022. Her honours include the 
Portia White Prize, the 2019 
Governor General’s History 
Award for Popular Media and 
the 2021 Luminary Award given 
by the Documentary Organization 
of Canada.  She is an Inglis 
Professor Emeritus at the 
University of King’s College in 
Halifax.  

James MacLean (well-wishers and 
heart-eaters call them Jimmy) 
is a queer multi-disciplinary 
artist who spends his days up to 
his legendary butt in sequins, 
make-up, costumes, and swagger. 
And that’s just his photography 
practice. As a stage actor, 
James has graced the grassy 
knolls of Shakespeare By The 
Sea and Festival Antigonish 
and trod the boards at Neptune 
Theatre. Their screen roles to 
date are all nuanced, three-
dimensional interpretations 
of Total Assholes, from a cop 
on Diggstown to a vampire on 
Chapelwaite to seven different 
abusive men in Compulsus. With 
a crew of clowns called Tea Time 
Creation Co. he creates site-
specific new works that subvert, 
entertain, and delight. James 
is based in Kjipuktuk/Halifax.

Sylvia D. Hamilton James MacLean
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Duane Jones is a Bermuda born 
multi-disciplinary artist 
currently based in Kjipuktuk. 
Duane’s work subversively 
explores topics of race, culture, 
gender and sexuality in the 
form of painting, illustration 
and graphic design. Duane also 
founded Art Pays Me, a lifestyle 
brand rooted in the belief 
that artists can achieve the 
dream of financial and creative 

KekeBeatz, born Marqeis 
Williams from North Preston, 
is an Artrepreneur in Music 
& Entertainment who founded, 
owns & operates KekeBeatz 
Films, a company specializing 
in Multimedia arts. During the 
early 2010s, Keke founded his 
Recording Studio. He began 
to record with local artists, 
ranging from beginners to 
renowned veterans of the 

independence. He is the Vice 
President of the NSCADU Alumni 
Association and has been 
acknowledged by both Bermuda 
College and NSCADU as a notable 
alumni. Duane was named one of 
the most inspiring immigrants 
in the Maritimes in 2021 by 
My East Coast Experience and 
Art Pays Me was selected as a 
finalist for the 2023 Halifax 
Business Awards hosted by The 
Halifax Chamber of Commerce.

industry & became known for 
being a safe space where youth 
can go to record and stay out 
of the streets. His audience 
& clientele for KBF has been 
growing steadily outside of his 
hometown, peaking interests of 
work with CBC Canada, HEIST & 
many more. In 2022/onwards, he 
is known for being one of the 
most thought of Filmmakers in 
the Nova Scotia music & visual 
arts scene.

Duane Jones KekeBeatz
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Catarina is an actor, singer 
& music teacher based in 
Kjipuktuk, Halifax. 

As an actor, Catarina has worked 
both on stage and screen, most 
notably as Jules in the North 
American Premier of Bend It 
Like Beckham The Musical.

During the pandemic, Catarina 
went back to school to complete 
her Bachelor’s of Music Theatre 
at Queen’s University and 
explored a variety of artistic 
avenues such as film making 
& consent forward practices. 
During this time, Catarina also 
co-founded Merry Time Music Co., 
a community minded music school 
and concert venue in Halifax’s 
North End where she teaches 
voice, piano & ukulele.

Colin J Muise is a digital 
photographer turned costume 
designer. His photography 
ventures frequently reimagine 
common objects and landmarks, 
turning a leaf to a teacup or 
a lighthouse to a rocket. Muise 
finds new takes on subjects we’ve 
all seen time and time again. 
His breakthrough, however, did 
not come from behind the camera, 
but rather from behind a sewing 
machine. Over the past year, 
Muise — a self-taught tailor — 
has been churning out fashion-
forward interpretations of Nova 
Scotian landmarks, lighthouses, 
clock towers and the like. 
His works have attracted an 
enthusiastic audience, patiently 
awaiting the next outfit to 
follow. Muise is inspired by 
the buildings and structures we 
walk past daily, but for which 
we have lost appreciation.

Catarina Ciccone Colin J Muise
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Singer and artist, Garrett 
Gloade from Millbrook First 
Nation, has been spreading 
his passion for his culture, 
spirituality, healing, and 
creativity through preforming 
and crafting for many years. 
Whether singing for the 
Iron Tide Singers, teaching 
and mentoring youth, or 
creating high-quality drums 
and beading through his 
business Ill-Eagle Creations 
& Cultural Consultation, his 
dedication to storytelling, 
learning, empowering others, 
and expression through art is 
inspired! He has worked at the 
Millbrook Cultural & Heritage 
Centre for 9 years where he 
serves as a drumkeeper and 
senior heritage interpreter.

Garrett GloadeIron Tide Singers
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(They/He) A queer non binary 
theatre artist from St john’s 
Newfoundland, freelance lighting 
/ set designer, as well as the 
technical director of the Bus 
Stop Theatre Co-op. They have 
a strong investment in making 
art accessible and finding fun 
projects to collaborate remotely. 
They have developed skill sets in 
projection design and generative 
art, animation, creative coding, 
and video production. Recently 
they created augmented reality 
content for Heist’s award winning 
productions of Frequencies, and 
Princess Pride and Joy. The 
installation presented at the CNS 
gala uses elements and processes 
created for the in development 
online Scifi rock opera Journey 
to the Zone written and composed 
by Peter Sarty.

Peter is an actor, writer, 
composer and sound designer 
based in Kjipuktuk/Halifax. As 
an actor, Peter has worked in 
both theatre and film. As a sound 
designer and composer, Peter has 
collaborated with Friends First 
Pro., Eastern Front Theatre, and 
Ships Company Theatre.  In the 
Spring of 2021, Peter wrote and 
recorded the music, dialogue and 
sound designer for his original 
sci-fi musical: Journey to the 
Zone. JTZ has had workshop 
presentations at both the 
Mayworks Festival and Eastern 
Front Theatre’s Stages Festival 
and is currently heading into 
its 3rd phase of development. 

Matt Downey Peter Sarty
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Douvet’s musical taste was formed 
in his household with Gospel, 
R&B and Hip-Hop being played all 
day by both his parents and his 
older sister. The commonality he 
heard was soul and rhythm and 
he attempts to translate those 

feelings into every one of his 
sets. Mainly playing House, 
Disco, Hip Hip and other forms 
of dance music, Douvet attempts 
to create a special vibe every 
time he plays.

Brandon Tolliver

Jacques Mindreau makes music 
for the soul and the human 
spirit. His new solo project, 
Electro Jacques Therapy, uses 
violin and lyrical voice to 
combine new sounds that seem 
otherworldly into vocal and 
string orchestrations. Jacques 
has performed and toured with 
countless musicians all over 
Canada and the world. He also 
composes music for film, dance, 
and now theatre including the 
feature documentary “Modified” 
a story about the impact of GMOs 
on society and the critically 
acclaimed play, “One Discordant 
Violin”, an adaptation of a Yann 
Martel story directed by Ann 
Marie Kerr and Anthony Black.  
Jacques is the co-founder of the 
bands Krasnogorsk, Beautiful 
Wild Animals and OQO.

Jacques Mindreau
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Laura (she/her) crafts images 
from both found and traditional 
materials. These creations 
become narratives, characters 
and atmospheres in a variety 
of theatrical spectacles. She 
began her career in puppetry 
with Bread and Puppet Theater 
and has continued to develop 
her puppet manipulation and 
construction with Mermaid 
Theatre (NS, Canada), Compagnie 

Ian McFarlane is a scenographer, 
a puppeteer, a carpenter, a 
scholar and a tinkerer who 
resides in Antigonish County, 
Mi’kma’ki. Ian has worked with 
such companies as the Canadian 
Academy of Mask and Puppetry, as 
a resident puppeteer with Bread 
and Puppet Theatre, as well 
as co-founded Mudfoot Theatre 
in Calgary, Alberta. Recently, 

Arketal (France) and  Compagnie 
Coatimundi (France). In 2017 she 
collaborated with Noella Murphy 
and Julia Walker to form A Road 
Less Graveled Productions, which 
has performed puppet shows at 
art festivals throughout Nova 
Scotia. After four years working 
for Bread and Puppet, Laura co-
founded North Barn Theatre in 
2020. She currently lives and 
makes art in Mi’kma’ki.

Ian has co-created North Barn 
Theatre where he has designed, 
created and performed A Gorgon’s 
Tale (2022), Troubling Joy (2021) 
and Late Night Radio (2020). Ian 
received an MFA in Contemporary 
Art from Simon Fraser University 
in 2018, and is currently the 
Director of Production for 
The River Clyde Pageant (New 
Glasgow, PEI).

Laura Stinson Ian McFarlane
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Cyndi Mae Cain is a Canadian 
singer songwriter actress and 
entrepreneur. Born and raised in 
Toronto Ontario Cyndi Cain was 
raised with her parents Lillian 
(Rear Monastery) and Wylie Cain 
(North Preston NS). At the age of 
three, Cyndi’s parents already 
had her performing at family 
functions and could often be 
found singing in the children’s 
choir at Toronto’s First Baptist 
Church. Considered one of Nova 
Scotia’s Pioneers of Soul and 
R&B. Cyndi has shared the 

stage with the likes of the 
late Aretha Franklyn, Charles 
Bradley, Symphony NS, Michael 
Buble, Lauryn Hill, and sang for 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  
Cyndi finds joy in mentoring 
young aspiring artists to their 
full potential. December 2020 
Cyndi married the love of her 
life Evangelist Jesse Holmes 
Jr and together they are a 
force. Cyndi is currently in 
the process of recording an 
inspirational gospel album. 
Stay tuned.

Cyndi Cain
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House of Eights offers drop-in dance classes in downtown Halifax 
for adults 16+, from beginner to advanced. With over 100 classes 
a month in over a dozen different styles, House of Eights makes 
it easy for you to add more dance into your life.

Cavell Holland 
Carolin Mateus 
Gabrielle Greener 
Jayla James 
Laura Flemming 
Nicola Popp

House of Eights

Creative Nova Scotia Awards 2022

Kurtis McAllister is a composer 
and multi-instrumentalist who 
has been heard on stages across 
Canada with his solo project 
Kurtis Eugene. Under this name 
he has composed, engineered and 
produced 6 full-length albums 
ranging in genre from country-
blues, cinematic-folk and 
experimental-alt-folk. He has 
produced and engineered work 
for Maritime musicians such 
as Blue Lobelia, Jenny Lapp 
and James Shaw Trio. In 2021 
Kurtis composed and performed 
alongside Galeforce Theater’s 
‘A Tale on Two Wheels’. This work 
was nominated for Theater Nova 
Scotia’s Robert Merritt Awards 
in the category of Outstanding 
Original Composition and won 
Outstanding Musical Direction. 
His forthcoming album, ‘Sun 
Sheep’ is scheduled for release 
later this month. 

Kurtis McAllister
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Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award
Emerging Artist Recognition Award
Creative Community Impact Award
Established Artist Recognition Award
Black Artist Recognition Award
Prix Grand-Pré
Indigenous Artist Recognition Award
Portia White Prize

2022
AWARDS
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“Dawn, Her Dad 
& The Tractor Is 
a Masterwork in 
every sense of 
the word. Not only 
does the film and 
its sensitivity 
to its subject 
matter represent 
Thompson’s talent 
as a filmmaker but 
it also celebrates 
the richness of 
Nova Scotia and its 
artistic community.” 
- Masterworks jury

Creators:
Shelley Thompson 
and Terry Greenlaw 

“This work is so 
sophisticated, 
deep, passionate 
and inspirational. 
Such an amazing 
accomplishment 
for such a young 
artist.”
- Masterworks jury

Creator:
Darcie Bernhardt

“Reading Sydney’s 
“Small in the City” 
to my 8 yr old son, 
even I felt myself 
feeling wisped away 
to experience the 
big city through 
the young one’s eye. 
It’s an impactful 
capturing of the 
protagonist’s 
journey’s.”
- Masterworks jury

Creator:
Sydney Smith

Dawn, Her 
Dad, and
the Tractor

Nungki Small in 
the CityMASTERWORKS 

AWARDS
First presented in 2006, 
this annual Award recognizes 
excellence in all creative media 
and highlights works that have a 
strong connection to Nova Scotia 
in the context of national and 
international achievement. The 
Masterworks Arts Award is the 
largest cultural award based in 
Nova Scotia, with up to $37,000 
awarded annually. The Creators 
of the Finalists receive $3,000 
and the Creator(s) of the Winner 
receives an additional $22,000, 
for a total of $25,000. The Award 
is supported by Arts Nova Scotia.

20 2 2
FIN A LIS TS

Lieutenant
Governor of
Nova Scotia
Masterworks
Arts Award
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EMERGING
ARTIST
R EC O G NI T IO N 
AWA R D

The Emerging Artist Recognition 
Award recognizes artists of any 
age who are in the early stages 
of their professional career, have 
completed specialized training, and 
have presented their work publicly. 
Recipients are chosen for their 
excellence in artistic achievement, 
momentum for the future, professional 
recognition, and provincial and 
national recognition. The award 
carries a cash value of $5,000.
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Andre Fenton is an award-winning 
African Nova Scotian author, 
spoken-word artist, and arts 
educator who has represented 
Halifax at seven national poetry 
festivals across Canada. He was 
the 2015 recipient of The Spirit 
of The Slam Award.

Andre is an author of three 
young adult fiction novels, 
Worthy of Love, which won bronze 
in The Coast Best of, and was 
selected for In The Margins 
annual Fiction Recommendation 
List, to highlight best fiction 
and non-fiction titles focused 
on youth populations living 
in marginalized existences. He 
is also the author of ANNAKA 
that was shortlisted for the 
Ann Connor Brimer Award for 
Atlantic Canadian Children’s 
Literature in the 2021 Atlantic 
Book Awards. His newest novel, 
The Summer Between Us was 
released in April of 2022.

Séamus Gallagher is a non-binary 
lens-based artist residing in 
Kjipuktuk, also known as Halifax, 
NS. They often work in photography, 
video, and virtual reality, 
focusing on queer culture through 
the use of computer technologies. 

Gallagher’s interest in recent 
years has been combining 
elements of drag and video 
games, examining the fantastical 
embodiment integral to each art 
form. Throughout their recent 
photography, video, and virtual 
reality work, they have often  
incorporated these paper models 
as a means of integrating digital 
aesthetics into a physical space. 
Gallagher has exhibited at the 
National Gallery of Canada, The 
Museum of Fine Art in Leipzig, 
and the Locarno Film Festival in 
Switzerland.

Andre Fenton Séamus Gallagher
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Tyshan Wright hails from the 
historic Maroon Town of Accompong 
in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica. 
A “Keeper Of The Heritage” 
(Jamaica Gleaner), he creates 
mixed-media representations of 
Jamaican Maroon instruments and 
ceremonial objects, examining 
the expulsion of Maroons from 
Jamaica to Halifax in 1796. 
A 2021-22 Artist-In-Residence 
Fellow at the Institute for the 
Study of Canadian Slavery (NSCAD 
University), he is the Atlantic 
region nominee shortlisted 
for the 2022 Sobey Art Award 
(Sobey Art Foundation/National 
Gallery of Canada). His work 
has been acquired by the Nova 
Scotia Art Bank, and presented 
in exhibitions and artist 
talks at Canadian galleries 
and museums including the Art 
Gallery of Ontario and the 
Canadian Museum of Immigration 
at Pier 21.

I’thandi Munro is a mixed Afro-Euro 
L’nu woman living in Kjipuktuk, 
Mi’kma’ki, the unceded territory 
of the Mi’kmaq People. Munro 
is a professional performance 
and visual artist. In 2020 she 
completed her BFA earning a double 
major in Photography + Jewelry 
Design and Metalsmithing from 
NSCAD University. As a racialized 
person living in a postcolonial 
environment, Munro uses the 
representation of line and of 
lineage as underlying concepts in 
her fine art, craft, and dance. 
Often merging different mediums 
into finished pieces there is 
always a sense of multiplicity 
within her work, melding notions 
of the digital and the physical 
within her craft. Leaving space 
for her pieces to naturally evolve 
through reaction and discussion, 
Munro creates an ever-changing 
body of work that can be explored 
and realized in different ways.

Tyshan Wright I’thandi Munro
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CREATIVE
COMMUNITY
IMPACT
AWARD
Arts Nova Scotia and the Creative Nova Scotia 
Leadership Council recognize that artistic 
and cultural expression are fundamental to the 
collective well-being of Nova Scotians. Programs 
that encourage artistic and cultural development 
help to build creative communities that foster 
innovation, generate social change, and nurture 
cultural diversity. The Creative Community 
Impact Award recognizes an organization or 
program that has made a positive impact on a 
community through arts and culture. The award 
carries a cash value of $10,000.
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Inverness County Centre for 
the Arts is a regional hub 
for the arts on the west coast 
of Cape Breton Island, Nova 
Scotia. Situated in the town 
of Inverness in an area famous 
for unspoiled beaches, vibrant 
music, visual arts, and world-
class golf, the 8,640 square 
foot centre houses a gallery, a 
gift shop, a performance space, 
a studio, along with an outdoor 

performance venue.  Exhibitions, 
concerts, workshops, and other 
arts-related events at the centre 
celebrate the creative spirit 
of the artists of Inverness 
County as well as those from 
across Canada and beyond. The 
mandate of the organization is: 
to nurture, enable, and promote 
the artistic expression and 
fulfillment of all people. 

Inverness County Centre for the Arts

CREATIVE COMMUNITY 
IMPACT AWARD
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ESTABLISHED
ARTIST
R EC O G NI T IO N 
AWA R D

The Established Artist Recognition 
Award recognizes artists who 
have emerged from their initial 
training and development to become 
recognized, established artists 
in Nova Scotia. Recipients are 
chosen for their excellence in 
artistic achievement, momentum 
for the future, professional 
recognition, and provincial and 
national recognition. The award 
carries a cash value of $5,000.
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Frances Dorsey lives in Kjipuktuk 
where she delights in time in 
her studio since retirement from 
teaching at NSCAD. Research into 
local plant-based sustainable 
dyes has inspired curiosity 
and research about the plants 
themselves as well as the soil 
and rock in which they grow. 
She is fortunate to live near 
the Backlands of Purcell’s Cove, 
near the Shaw Wilderness Park, 

drawing inspiration and ideas 
from the rich and distinctive 
terrain preserved there. Recent 
work explores the imaginary 
life of seeds, the places they 
take root and persist, the roles 
plants play for life on the 
planet, and the varied plant 
forms that exist.

Frances Dorsey

ESTABLISHED ARTIST 
RECOGNITION AWARD
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BLACK
ARTIST
R EC O G NI T IO N 
AWA R D

The Black Artist Recognition 
Award recognizes artists who 
are members of the historical 
Black communities of Nova Scotia 
and the wider African Diaspora 
within the province, who have 
emerged from their initial 
training or gained experience to 
become recognized, established 
artists amongst their immediate 
communities and Nova Scotia. 
The award carries a cash value 
of $5,000.
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Tonya ‘Sam’Gwan’ Paris is 
Indigenous Black, Mi’kmaw and 
Cree. Her style is a mixture 
of who she is: feminine Native 
and Indigenous Black. She is a 
traditional beader, quiller, and 
regalia designer. After picking 
up a paint brush for the first 
time in 2015 her paintings 
have sold quickly all over the 
country. Tonya was the first 
artist to ever have an art show 
in the Paul O’Regan Hall in 

the Halifax Public Library in 
Halifax in 2022. She is a co-
facilitator for The Proclaiming 
Our Roots program through York 
University and CHIR teaching 
and digitizing Black and First 
Nations stories. With having her 
first solo art show in 2018, to 
winning Halifax’s Visual Artist 
of the Year (Bronze) 2017-2018, 
to now having sold over 300 
pieces of her art, she knows 
the sky’s the limit.

Tonya Paris

BLACK ARTIST
RECOGNITION AWARD
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PRIX 
GRAND- 
PRE
The Prix Grand-Pré recognizes Nova 
Scotia’s creative and interpretive 
artists working in any medium whose 
work reflects Acadian cultural 
values, while demonstrating 
excellence and originality. Each 
year an established creative or 
interpretive artist, or artistic 
group, working in any medium will 
be awarded a prize of $5,000.
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Clara is a retired teacher, and 
now a bilingual storyteller.  
For a long time she only had 
her classes as audiences, 
since her retirement, she 
has invested greatly in other 
venues .  Her years of teaching, 
her Acadian heritage, and her 
childhood memories feed many 
of her stories.

She has taught storytelling to 
junior and senior high school 
students. She has told stories 

to audiences in New Brunswick, 
South Carolina, Quebec, 
Poitiers and Picardie France, 
St. Mary’s Bay, Lunenburg and 
Halifax County.  She was an 
award recipient at the 2014 TD 
Children’s Book week.

She wrote a French teacher’s 
guide to storytelling in the 
classroom, funded by the 
Acadian School Board of Nova 
Scotia and a biography of her 
mother- her first storyteller. 

Clara Dugas
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PRIX GRAND-PRÉ



INDIGENOUS 
ARTIST

The Indigenous Artist Recognition 
Award recognizes artists who 
are Indigenous (Mi’kmaq as well 
as other First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit) who have emerged 
from their initial training and 
development and are active in 
the Nova Scotian/Mi’kma’ki arts 
community. The award carries a 
cash value of $5,000.

R EC O G NI T IO N 
AWA R D
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Sarah Prosper is a 22 year 
old L’nu woman, from Mi’kmaq 
First Nation community 
Eskasoni. Sarah holds a B.Sc in 
Therapeutic Recreation, dance 
trained with ADAPT, professional 
dance company Mocean Dance 
as an Artist in Residence, 
House of Eights professional 
training program, Banff Centre 
for the Arts and Creativity in 
the Indigenous Choreographers 
Creation Residence, & is 
studying Indigenous ways of 
Healing through Movement in the 

Sarah Prosper
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INDIGENOUS
ARTIST
RECOGNITION 
AWARD

Masters of Arts in Leisure Studies 
at Dalhousie University. Sarah 
has performed, collaborated, 
co-created, and consulted in 
Indigenous inspired productions. 
In 2021/2022 alone, Sarah has 
worked with shalan joudry, NS 
Choral Federations, Alan Sillyboy, 
Mocean Dance, Fountain School of 
Performing Arts, Prismatic Arts 
Festival, Jeremy Dutcher, Michelle 
Sylliboy, Santiago Guzman and had 
her production Samqwan presented 
at the Highland Arts Theatre & 
Neptune.
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PORTIA
WHITE
PRIZE
The Portia White prize recognizes cultural and artistic excellence 
on the part of a Nova Scotian artist who has attained professional 
status, mastery and recognition in their discipline.

The primary recipient will receive $18,000 and a certificate of 
recognition. A secondary recipient, who is an emerging Nova Scotia 
artist or a Nova Scotia cultural organization selected by the primary 
recipient, will receive $7,000 and a certificate of recognition.

The prize is named for Portia White, a Nova Scotia artist who rose 
through adversity to achieve international acclaim as a classical 
singer on the great stages of Europe and North America. Her 
achievements continue to instill a sense of pride in the African 
Nova Scotian communities and stand as a model to all Nova Scotians.
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