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Au nom de la Province de la Nouvelle-Écosse, je vous souhaite la 
bienvenue à la célébration des Prix pour la création en Nouvelle-
Écosse de 2023. 

La Nouvelle-Écosse a la chance d’avoir une population 
diversifiée, dont les traditions et l’histoire sont essentielles à 
la création de collectivités dynamiques, à l’enrichissement de 
l’esprit communautaire et à la réussite créative et culturelle de 
notre province. 

Les artistes de la province démontrent chaque jour l’importance 
de la culture. Vous êtes des leaders et des catalyseurs de 
changement, et vous faites de la Nouvelle-Écosse un endroit où 
il fait bon vivre, travailler et créer. Alors que notre économie de 
la création continue de croître, il est plus important que jamais 
de faire en sorte que les activités artistiques et culturelles 
prospèrent et de vous aider à vous démarquer sur la scène 
internationale.

Félicitations aux lauréats et lauréates. Vous inspirez nos futures 
générations d'artistes et de créateurs à présenter leurs œuvres. 
Je sais que je parle au nom de toute la population néo-écossaise 
quand je dis que nous sommes vraiment fiers. 

Mes plus cordiales salutations,

L'honorable Allan MacMaster,
député                                                                                                                  
Le ministre des Communautés, de la Culture,
du Tourisme et du Patrimoine

On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, 
welcome to the 2023 Creative Nova 
Scotia Awards Celebration. 

Nova Scotia is fortunate to be home to 
a diverse population whose traditions 
and history play an essential role in 
building strong communities, enriching 
our community spirit and contributing 
to the creative and cultural success of 
our province.

Artists throughout the province demonstrate the value of 
culture everyday. You are leaders and catalysts for change, 
working to make Nova Scotia a better place to live, work and 
create. Ensuring arts and cultural activities thrive as our creative 
economy continues to grow is more important than ever as we 
support your success on the world stage.

Congratulations to all award recipients. You provide inspiration for 
our future generations of artists and creators to showcase their 
work. I speak for all Nova Scotians when I say we are truly proud. 

Sincerely,

Honourable Allan MacMaster, MLA
Minister of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage

The 2023 Creative Nova Scotia Awards is an opportunity to cele-
brate what we know from experience: creative people in Mi'kma'ki 
/Nova Scotia enrich our lives in so many ways, it's impossible to 
do a complete accounting. 

We face so many pressing issues at the moment in this province. 
Housing, climate change and constant struggles to achieve equi-
ty for so many can be an overwhelming context for an individual 
to make their way through. But artists, to a great extent, are mak-
ing it possible for us to remain hopeful, engaged and committed 
to change.

Art can act as a powerful mirror, provoking difficult conversations 
and asking questions that those in power can't or won't, ask. 
Whether the art is ephemeral or seemingly permanent, stealth-
ily inserted or boldly declared, artists are continually getting at 
the greater truth of our human condition by seeing, listening, and 
shaping the world in ways that we have yet to imagine. 

As members of the creative community, we know the immeasur-
able impact of the arts on the world around us. It often seems—
through policy or economics or public perception—that the reali-
ty of this impact is not intuitive for everyone.  But you continue to 
create. And create. And create some more. And you do not do this 
to be heard, to be rewarded, or to be noticed. You create because 
it is who you are.

Tonight, we recognize a select few of the many artists who, by 
virtue of their compulsion to create, have made themselves im-
possible to ignore. Your work challenges norms, questions the 
status quo, and sparks important conversations. It helps to de-
velop a sense of unity and identity within our communities. In 
short, your work has far-reaching impacts that few can under-
stand—and makes wherever we call home a better place to live. 
The value of that is beyond measure.

Ken Schwartz, Chair, Arts Nova Scotia
Craig Mercer, Chair, Creative NS Leadership Council

Les prix Creative Nova Scotia pour l’année 2023 sont une op-
portunité pour célébrer ce que nous savons d’expérience: que 
les gens créatifs de Mi’kma’ki/la Nouvelle-Écosse enrichissent 
nos vies de telles façons qu’il est impossible d’en faire un compte 
complet.

À ce moment même, nous faisons face en Nouvelle-Écosse à de 
nombreux enjeux importants. La crise du logement, la crise cli-
matique et la lutte constante pour parvenir à une équité pour tous 
peuvent être écrasantes pour quelconque personne dans leur 
quotidien. Toutefois, les artistes, en grande partie, font en sorte 
que nous puissions garder espoir et demeurer engagés dans nos 
efforts vers un meilleur futur.

Les arts peuvent provoquer d'importantes conversations par le 
biais de réflexions que les gens en positions de pouvoir ne peu-
vent pas ou n’osent pas aborder. Que leur travail soit éphémère 
ou permanent, dissimulé avec soin ou déclaré avec audace, les 
artistes sont en quête continue pour trouver l’essence de la con-
dition humaine. Les artistes observent, écoutent et façonnent le 
monde en défiant les limites de notre imaginaire. 

En tant que membres de la communauté artistique, nous con-
naissons bien les impacts incommensurables qu'ont les arts sur 
le monde qui nous entoure. Cependant, que ce soit à travers la 
politique, l’économie ou les discours populaires, la réalité de ces 
impacts ne semble pas toujours évidente pour tous. Malgré tout, 
vous continuez de créer. Et vous créer. Et vous créer encore da-
vantage. Mais votre motivation n’est pas l’espoir d’être illuminé 
ou récompensé. Vous créer parce que cela fait partie essentielle 
de qui vous êtes.

Ce soir, nous portons attention à quelques-uns des nombreux 
artistes qui, par vertue de leur besoin insatiable de créer, se 
sont démarqués de façon incontournable. Votre travail défie les 
normes, déstabilise le statu quo et suscite d’importantes conver-
sations. Votre travail développe en nous un sentiment d’apparte-
nance et d’identité commune. En bref, votre travail entraîne des 
répercussions bien au-delà du compréhensible et fait de notre 
chez-nous un meilleur endroit pour tous. La valeur de vos efforts 
est incalculable.

Ken Schwartz, Président, Arts Nova Scotia
Craig Mercer, Président, Creative NS Leadership Council
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The Emerging Artist Recognition Award recognizes artists of any age who are 
in the early stages of their professional career, have completed specialized 
training, and have presented their work publicly. Recipients are chosen for 
their excellence in artistic achievement, momentum for the future, professional 
recognition, and provincial and national recognition. The award carries a cash 
value of $5,000.

The Black Artist Recognition Award recognizes artists who are members of the 
historical Black communities of Nova Scotia and the wider African Diaspora 
within the province, who have emerged from their initial training or gained 
experience to become recognized, established artists amongst their immediate 
communities and Nova Scotia. The award carries a cash value of $5,000.

The Established Artist Recognition Award recognizes artists who have emerged 
from their initial training and development to become recognized, established 
artists in Nova Scotia. Recipients are chosen for their excellence in artistic 
achievement, momentum for the future, professional recognition, and provincial 
and national recognition. The award carries a cash value of $5,000.

The Indigenous Artist Recognition Award recognizes artists who are Indigenous 
(Mi’kmaq as well as other First Nations, Métis, and Inuit) who have emerged 
from their initial training and development and are active in the Nova Scotian/
Mi’kma’ki arts community. The award carries a cash value of $5,000.

The Prix Grand-Pré recognizes Nova Scotia's creative and interpretive artists 
working in any medium whose work reflects Acadian cultural values, while 
demonstrating excellence and originality. Each year an established creative or 
interpretive artist, or artistic group, working in any medium will be awarded 
a prize of $5,000.

Arts Nova Scotia and the Creative Nova Scotia Leadership Council recognize that 
artistic and cultural expression are fundamental to the collective well-being 
of Nova Scotians. Programs that encourage artistic and cultural development 
help to build creative communities that foster innovation, generate social 
change, and nurture cultural diversity. The Creative Community Impact Award 
recognizes an organization or program that has made a positive impact on a 
community through arts and culture. The award carries a cash value of $10,000.

The Portia White Prize recognizes an 
outstanding professional Nova Scotian artist, 
who has attained mastery and recognition in 
their discipline and has made a significant 
contribution to the province’s cultural life 
over a sustained career.

The primary recipient will receive $18,000 
and a certificate of recognition. A secondary 
recipient, who is an emerging Nova Scotia 
artist or a Nova Scotia cultural organization 
selected by the primary recipient, will receive 
$7,000 and a certificate of recognition.

Jah’Mila Nancy E. 
Oakley

Garry 
Williams

P’tit
Belliveau

African 
Nova
Scotian
Music
Association 

shalan 
joudry

she/her
Jah'Mila is a reggae singer from Kingston, Jamaica, now based 
in Atlantic Canada. With a deep-rooted love for traditional roots 
reggae, her music blends the vibrant spirit of Jamaican roots music 
with elements of jazz and modern soul. She has been blessed to 
share stages with renowned acts like The Wailers, Black Uhuru, and 
Groundation, which has enriched her journey as a reggae artist and 
cultural ambassador. Jah’Mila is passionate about social justice 
and uses her music as a platform for both a form of entertainment 
and activism, advocating for community, inclusion, and support 
for the arts. An award-winning musician, Jah’Mila was named the 
2021 African Nova Scotian Music Association Emerging Artist of 
the year and most recently Jah’Mila’s debut album Roots Girl was 
awarded Global Music Recording of the year by the East Coast 
Music Awards in 2023. Jah’Mila has collaborated with numerous 
organizations including the National Arts Centre, Symphony Nova 
Scotia, the Halifax Jazz Festival, CBC, and the Canadian Museum 
of Immigration. 

she/her
Nancy E. Oakley is a Mi'kmaq/Wampanoag artist who was raised in 
Mashpee, Massachuttes but now lives and works on the Eskasoni First 
Nation Reserve in NS. She is a graduate of the Institute of American 
Indian Arts in Santa Fe, NM and studied for a year at NSCAD, taking 
courses in photography, ceramics, weaving and jewelry making. 
Through softly curved pottery forms created by hand or by the 
wheel, Nancy creates culturally significant pieces that imbue her 
spiritual and traditional knowledge and honor her role as a mother. 
Her process is a collaboration with the land. Clay harvested from 
mother earth and shaped by hand, pieces are stone polished and 
smoke fired outdoors with fir tips, seaweed and sawdust imprinting 
beautiful smokey finishes. Her pots are adorned with traditional 
Mi'kmaq embellishments such as black ash, beadwork and/or braided 
sweetgrass. In 2018 Nancy was named Indigenous Crafter of the Year 
by NSITEN and received a Queen Elizabeth Jubilee Medal in 2023. 
Nancy is a mother of 6 and grandmother of 4.5. 

he/him
Garry Williams is an actor, director, singer, writer, musical director, and 
composer-lyricist. He received a Merritt Award for his performance as 
Polonius/Gravedigger in Hamlet, and for his original score for KAMP. 
Previous nominations include Gloucester in King Lear, Ambrose in 
The Miracle Man, and Isaac in A Tournament of Lies. His Merritt-
nominated scores include Pinocchio, revived this year at Shakespeare 
by the Sea, as well as Crypthand, Twelfth Night, Peter Pan, Eduard 
II/The Jew of Malta. He has written over a dozen additional scores, 
scripts, and appeared in countless productions in Nova Scotia, and 
across Canada. He has co-created experimental works including 
Café DaPoPo and DaPoPo’s The Drinking Game as DaPoPo Theatre’s 
Artistic Director, and curated the Live-In Festival for ten years. Most 
recently, he wrote music & lyrics for Rain on the Parade, musically 
directed the River Clyde Pageant: A Windfall in the Hollow, and 
directed A Beginner’s Guide to the Night Sky.

he/him
P’tit Belliveau, c’est le projet temps-plein de l’alien acadien Jonah 
Guimond. Dès 2019, en direct de la Baie Sainte-Marie et entouré de 
liqueur sucrée, Jonah crée ses premiers beats qui lui vaudront la 
reconnaissance de l’industrie québécoise et le respect des amateurs 
de Skrillex. À l'issue de ses 3 premiers EPs, on le trouve sympathique. 
À la sortie de son album Greatest Hits Vol.1 en 2020, on perçoit le 
potentiel (sacré Révélation de l’année au GAMIQ et lauréat du Félix 
dans la catégorie Réalisation de disque de l’année au Gala de l’ADISQ). 
Finalement, au deuxième album Un homme et son piano, on saisit 
l’ampleur du phénomène (4 Club Soda affichant complet).

P’tit Belliveau is the full-time project of self-proclaimed “Acadian alien” 
Jonah Guimond. Jonah composed his first beats in 2019 directly from 
Saint Mary’s Bay surrounded by sweet liqueurs, which earned him 
recognition from the Quebec music industry as well as the respect of 
Skrillex fans. His first three EPs were well received. His potential was 
recognized with the release of his album Greatest Hits Vol.1 in 2020 
(crowned Revelation of the Year at the GAMIQ awards and winner of 
the Félix prize in the category of New Album of the Year at the ADISQ 
Gala). Finally, with his second album, Un homme et son piano, the 
popularity of this musical phenomenon became clear (selling out the 
Club Soda music venue four times).

she/her
shalan is a Mi'kmaw mother and multidisciplinary narrative artist. She 
is known as a poet, playwright, oral storyteller, singer and podcaster. 
Using her theatrical background, shalan brings Mi’kmaw stories 
to a new generation of listeners, as well as recounting personally 
crafted narratives. shalan has shared her work around the fire and 
on stages for over two decades. She's the author of three books, two 
of which are poetry collections (Waking Ground and Generations Re-
Merging) published by Gaspereau Press. Her play Elapultiek, which 
was commissioned by and performed at Two Planks and a Passion 
Theatre, was published by Pottersfield Press. Her play KOQM, toured 
Nova Scotia in 2022 and was the 2023 Merritt Award winner for Best 
New NS Play. shalan lives with her family in their community of L’sitkuk 
(Bear River First Nation) where she is currently working to reclaim her 
Mi’kmaw language.

they/them
Marissa Sean Cruz is a digital multimedia and video performance 
artist from Kjipuktuk (so-called Halifax). Cruz’s topics of interest 
are related to labour, power and surveillance as seen through digital 
platforms and pop culture. Their experimental videos comprise found 
footage, 3D modeling, sound design and costumed performances to 
look at value systems with critical sensibility. These satirical works 
aim to capture a fast-paced contemporary present and envision 
possible, liberatory futures.

Cruz has been exhibited in venues across Canada and the United 
States such as InterAccess, The Owens Art Gallery, Video Pool 
Media Arts Centre, the FOFA Gallery, the Faucet Media Centre and 
more. Cruz’s various projects have been distributed digitally through 
spaces such as Centre for Art and Thought, Canadian Art, The Art 
Gallery of Ontario, PLATFORM Projects, and Video Club Berlin.

Cruz has been two-timed honourably mentioned for the national 
award of Emerging Digital Artist presented by Toronto’s Trinity 
Square Video. They currently work at Centre For Art Tapes. 

she/her 
Lydia Zimmer, a graduate of The Boston Conservatory (BFA ’11), 
is a dancer and choreographer in Halifax, NS. Lydia has created 
several works supported by Canada Council for the Arts and Arts 
Nova Scotia. These include 'Bonne Nuit,' Live Art Dance (2016); 
'Embankment,' Votive Dance (2017, 2021); 'Sonderlings,' Nostos 
Collectives (2018), 'Sonderling,' Festival of Dance Annapolis Royal 
(2019) & 'Extremophile,' FODAR (2021). Her most recent creations 
include 'Mercurials' commissioned by Mocean Dance (2022), a 
work for The Boston Conservatory's First-year students (2023), 
and 'Xenofauna', which was created for Atlantic Ballet Theatre's 
ImpactFest 2023 during a residency with the company. This past 
summer Lydia launched ZIMMERDANS at Festival of Dance Annapolis 
Royal where an excerpt of The Devil’s Intervals was performed, a full-
length work that will premiere through Live Art Dance in December 
2023. Lydia has been the recipient of numerous awards including the 
Pat Richards Choreographic Award, the Janice Merit Fleming Award 
for Ballet and the Diane Moore Creation Award. 

Lydia 
Zimmer

The African Nova Scotian Music Association (ANSMA) is a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to the development, promotion and 
enhancement of African Nova Scotian Music locally, nationally and 
internationally. Since its inception in 1997, ANSMA has attracted 
hundreds of local musicians and music industry professionals as 
active association members. Over the past 26 years, ANSMA has 
created a support system for musicians of all ages. ANSMA is the 
primary organization responsible for promoting all aspects of music 
industry development in the African Nova Scotian communities in Nova 
Scotia. Equally important, ANSMA has provided African Nova Scotian 
musicians with high profile industry opportunities such as the annual 
Black Vibes showcase at the ECMA’s as well as the annual ANSMA 
Awards show. Most notably, ANSMA has developed an infrastructure 
to facilitate access to music industry information and opportunities for 
African Nova Scotian Musicians. Louis Gannon Jr., who served as the 
president of the organization for 20 years, recently handed over the 
reins to their first ever executive director, Julien Matwawana. 

Marissa 
Sean Cruz

Koumbie
she/they
Koumbie is an actor, director, writer and producer based in Kjipuktuk, 
Nova Scotia. In front of the camera she has appeared in a number 
of local productions with recurring roles on shows including Mr. D, 
Studio Black, Diggstown, and Moonshine. Since going behind the 
camera, Koumbie has directed a number of award winning short 
films, including the Short Film Face-Off winner Hustle & Heart, and 
the Bluenose Ability Best Short winner Horizontal Concavity. In 2022 
Koumbie received a Wave award for their dedication to the industry 
and was named by Atlantic Business as one of their top 30 under 
30.  Koumbie’s passion for equity, safety and inclusion led them to 
become one of the first Intimacy Coordinators in Atlantic Canada. 
Her 2022 debut feature film Bystanders premiered at AIFF where it 
took home the Best Atlantic Script Award. In 2023 Bystanders had a 
successful theatrical release, opening in multiple major cities across 
Canada.

This prize is named for Portia White, an 
extraordinary contralto who was born in 1911 
in Truro, Nova Scotia. Without any doubt, 
she is the foremother of contemporary 
Canadian female singers of any genre. A 
trailblazing artist, she began her career 
as a teacher in all Black, segregated 
schools in the Halifax area, including in 
Africville and Beechville. Her hard work, 
dedication and stunning stage presence 
endeared her to critics and audiences 
alike. Portia White rose through adversity 
to achieve international acclaim as a 
classical singer as she toured extensively 
across North and South America and the 
Caribbean. Portia White became a source of 
pride for Nova Scotians and all Canadians.
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he/him
Behrooz Mihankhah is an Iranian Canadian, ECMA-nominated 
composer, pianist, and educator based in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Inspired by his migrations through Iran, India and finally to 
Canada, Behrooz fuses various musical traditions, compositional 
techniques, and improvisational schools of thought and brings 
together listeners of various backgrounds.

@beh.roozila

she/her 
Nancy E. Oakley is a Mi'kmaq/Wampanoag artist who was raised 
in Mashpee, Massachuttes but now lives and works on the 
Eskasoni First Nation Reserve in NS. She is a graduate of the 
Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, NM and studied 
for a year at NSCAD, taking courses in photography, ceramics, 
weaving and jewelry making. Through softly curved pottery 
forms created by hand or by the wheel, Nancy creates culturally 
significant pieces that imbue her spiritual and traditional 
knowledge and honor her role as a mother. Her process is a 
collaboration with the land. Clay harvested from mother earth 
and shaped by hand, pieces are stone polished and smoke fired 
outdoors with fir tips, seaweed and sawdust imprinting beautiful 
smokey finishes. Her pots are adorned with traditional Mi'kmaq 
embellishments such as black ash, beadwork and/or braided 
sweetgrass. In 2018 Nancy was named Indigenous Crafter of the 
Year by NSITEN and received a Queen Elizabeth Jubilee Medal in 
2023. Nancy is a mother of 6 and grandmother of 4.5. 

Artist Statement
This series Nitape’skw began with wanting to honour my mother. 
I had wanted to do a piece about her traditional Mi’kmaq peaked 
hat design and realized i had no pictures of her in her regalia. I 
posted a request online and with the help of my mothers friends 
I was able to find a what i was looking for as well as learn a little 
more of my mother.

Nitape’skw, meaning my woman friend (Mi’kmaw) is an 
exploration in womanhood. I take the time to sit down with a 
friend and have a conversation about how she sees herself 
and her role as a woman in society. Through these meaningful 
conversations I then go back into my studio and create a piece 
honouring her and our conversation.

I honor these and all woman, for their uniqueness, love and many 
talents that they share with
the world.

she/her 
Ali is a Cuban-Canadian multi-instrumentalist, arranger, singer/
songwriter and educator. Her style is deeply rooted in jazz, latin 
and classical music and her two nationalities influence her music 
and performance constantly. She received classical training 
in Havana as well as in Nova Scotia and her passion for violin 
brought her to play with ensembles such as the Cuban National 
Symphony, Symphony Nova Scotia (SNS), the Nova Scotia Youth 
Orchestra (NSYO), the Dalhousie Symphony Orchestra (DSO) 
and more. She’s performed in multiple occasions at the Halifax 
Jazz Festival as well as other festivals and concerts across 
Canada, Cuba and Italy. Ali received further classical training at 
Dalhousie University and is now studying Music Arts at the Nova 
Scotia Community College (NSCC) with focus in songwriting and 
music production. Ali released a song in March titled “Se Vale 
Llorar”, under the genre of alternative-folk in Spanish. 

they/them
Mo Phùng is a portrait photographer, visual artist and alchemist. 
Their personal and creative work processes extend into 
documentary portraiture, archival exploration, underwater 
realms and dreamscapes. They are currently working on projects 
connecting the intimacies of gender identities & (re)expressions 
and within the queer and trans existences of Asian diaspora. 

they/them)
Glitch works as a visual and performance artist in Kjipuktuk. 
Their work is informed by Queer/trans studies of ecology, 
gender wildness and critical phenomenology. With a background 
in facilitation and community organizing, Glitch is an emerging 
artist who opens portals to surviving within the confines and 
crumbling of modernity.

Artist Statement 
The Mo’s have been in creative collaboration since 2019 – 
merging portrait photography, drawings and desires to reimagine 
new worlds through stories and connections. They worked with 
a collective of trans and gender expansive community artists 
to make SEEKING SANCTUARY. Trans and gender expansive 
bodies are in various states of stress and hypervigilance all of 
the time. Many of us are working to prove our existences and 
explain our realities. Dealing with questions, confusion and 
sometimes outright revulsion is exhausting and disheartening. 
This is a project that seeks sanctuary. It is a meandering and 
precise quest for trans futures of abundance, rest and delight. 
A series of drawn photo portraits were created by the artists in 
collaboration with their subjects. The work is attentive to the 
patterns of consumption and exploitation of trans bodies and 
experiences. SEEKING SANCTUARY centers the subjects' care 
and autonomy in the work, while also sharing the alchemy of our 
wild and beautiful existences.

Huge gratitude to our contributing artists and community friends: 
Arielle Twist, Calendula Sack, Excel Garay, Brody Weaver, Bria 
Miller, Carmel Farahbakhsh and Jacquie Shaw. Thank you to 
EYELEVEL, Khyber Center for the Arts, Arts NS, City of Halifax 
for your support of the project.

@re.emergingnow @postportalproject

she/her
Miya Turnbull is a multi-disciplinary visual artist based in 
Kjipuktuk (Halifax, NS) for the past 20 years. She grew up on a 
farm in Alberta and graduated from the University of Lethbridge 
with a BFA. Her main focus is currently an expanding body of 
work including self-portrait masks, portraiture and performance. 
She has exhibited her artwork in galleries across Canada, US and 
Europe; her most recent exhibitions being a solo show at Acadia 
University Art Gallery, and group exhibits at the Bonavista 
Biennale (Newfoundland) and the Esker Foundation (Calgary). 
Her artwork has been on the cover of 3 magazines: Visual Arts 
News (Atlantic Canada), Art Reveal (Germany) and Masks Literary 
Magazine (Columbia College Chicago Library) and featured on 
numerous digital platforms such as Vogue (Thailand), Planted 
Journal (Italy), Gata Magazine (Japan), Oficina Palimpsestus 
(Brazil), Based Istanbul (Turkey), The Perfect Magazine (UK), and 
FoxyLab Magazine (New York).

Artist Statement
My masks are three-dimensional self-portraits- a combination 
of photography, sculpture and collage. I am drawing from the 
traditional uses of masks worn for disguise, transformation 
and protection, as well as a metaphor for persona, authenticity 
and identity. I use photo elements and distortions as a way to 
present multiple iterations of my 'self'. Each variation is a way 
I can further explore my experiences, perceptions, inner world 
and my mixed Japanese/European ancestry. Ironically, I am 
placing my likeness on the front of the mask at the same time 
concealing my face behind it. I can then manipulate how you see 
me and reveal only certain parts of me. I'm particularly interested 
in the liminal space between defined margins; private vs public 
(what we present to the world and what we hide), ‘beauty’ vs 
'grotesque' (shifting or blurring the line between), and bi-racial 
identity (duality and 'in-between-ness'). 

Miya would like to thank Arts Nova Scotia and the Canada 
Council for the Arts for supporting her work. 

www.miyaturnbull.com
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he/him
Douvet’s music taste was formed in his household by the sounds 
of Gospel, R&B and Hip-Hop being played all day by both his 
parents and his older sister. The commonality he heard was 
soul and rhythm and he attempts to translate those feelings into 
every one of his sets. Mainly playing House, Disco, Hip Hip and 
other forms of dance music, Douvet attempts to create a special 
vibe every time he plays. 

she/her/they/them
Sue Goyette lives in K'jipuktuk (Halifax) and has published 
nine books of poems and a novel. Her latest collections are 
Monoculture (Gaspereau Press, 2022) and A Different Species 
of Breathing: The Poetry of Sue Goyette, edited by Bart Vautour 
(WLU Press Laurier Poetry Series, 2023). She is the editor of 
Resistance: Righteous Rage in the Age of #MeToo (University 
of Regina Press, 2021), The 2017 Griffin Poetry Prize Anthology 
(Anansi, 2017) and The Best Canadian Poetry in English 2013 
(Tightrope Books, 2013). Sue teaches in the Creative Writing 
Program at Dalhousie University and is the current Poet Laureate 
for HRM. 

he/him
A Mi’kmaq story teller from Paqtnkek Mi'kmaw Nation, and also 
has been working in the maritime powwow scene for 30 years 
as a singer, dancer, director and Emcee. His love for traditional 
music has took him all over North America. Over the past ten 
years he has been trying different ways to tell mikmaw stories, 
directing and writing short films, theatre and now a kids tv show. 

she/her
MacKenzie Cornfield is an emerging theatre and video artist 
based in K'jipuktuk/Halifax, with a focus in projection design 
for live performance. Since graduating from the technical 
theatre and stage design program at the Fountain School of 
Performing Arts (FSPA), MacKenzie has been exploring how 
to help build and tell stories in live and recorded performance 
through visual design. She is excited to find and create more 
ease and joy within this discipline, through a mindful and 
compassionate approach to challenge. Select projection design 
credits include Downed Hearts (Ship’s Company Theatre, 2023), 
Crypthand (Gale Force Theatre, 2022 & 2023), Memories Beyond 
the Grave (Independant, 2023), Refraction (Breaking Circus, 
2022), Spring Tide Circle (Ship's Company Theatre, 2021), and 
Frequencies (HEIST, 2021). Samples of her work can be found at 
mackenziecornfield.com

he/him
P’tit Belliveau, c’est le projet temps-plein de l’alien acadien 
Jonah Guimond. Dès 2019, en direct de la Baie Sainte-Marie et 
entouré de liqueur sucrée, Jonah crée ses premiers beats qui 
lui vaudront la reconnaissance de l’industrie québécoise et le 
respect des amateurs de Skrillex. À l'issue de ses 3 premiers EPs, 
on le trouve sympathique. À la sortie de son album Greatest Hits 
Vol.1 en 2020, on perçoit le potentiel (sacré Révélation de l’année 
au GAMIQ et lauréat du Félix dans la catégorie Réalisation de 
disque de l’année au Gala de l’ADISQ). Finalement, au deuxième 
album Un homme et son piano, on saisit l’ampleur du phénomène 
(4 Club Soda affichant complet).

P’tit Belliveau is the full-time project of self-proclaimed “Acadian 
alien” Jonah Guimond. Jonah composed his first beats in 2019 
directly from Saint Mary’s Bay surrounded by sweet liqueurs, 
which earned him recognition from the Quebec music industry 
as well as the respect of Skrillex fans. His first three EPs were 
well received. His potential was recognized with the release of 
his album Greatest Hits Vol.1 in 2020 (crowned Revelation of the 
Year at the GAMIQ awards and winner of the Félix prize in the 
category of New Album of the Year at the ADISQ Gala). Finally, 
with his second album, Un homme et son piano, the popularity 
of this musical phenomenon became clear (selling out the Club 
Soda music venue four times).
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he/him
Jordan (Tempo) Farmer is a multi disciplined creative 
entrepreneur with roots in Dance and Music. Starting from 
roots in Ontario and Nova Scotia he has forged strong ties with 
amazing communities such as The Woods, Concrete Roots, 
and Unity Charity. Additionally he has found great success 
competing internationally in numerous dance competitions 
with over 15 years of experience. Over these years Tempo 
has developed a deep appreciation and connection to music. 
This fuelled the need to take control of the very language that 
influences his movement, which ultimately led to a passion for 
music production, songwriting and audio engineering. As a 
result he has had the opportunity to perform in opening acts 
for DJ Jazzy Jeff, Classified, Hopsin, JRDN, and The Alchemist. 
Along with performing, he devotes his expertise to providing 
mentorship opportunities for emerging artists in his local 
community, advocating for racial equality and artistic freedom 
throughout the province.

@its_tempo

nekm/she
Sarah Prosper is a Mi’kmaq Multidisciplinary movement Artist 
raised in Eskasoni First Nation. An award winner of the 2022 
Nova Scotia Indigenous Artist Recognition Award and known for 
her Merritt Award winning show Samqwan. Prosper performs 
and creates in community and on National stages in collaboration 
with renowned artists. Prosper’s practice encompasses a lens 
that deepens the threads of respect and reciprocity to dance, 
movement, Indigenous holistic wellness, social sciences, social 
justice, mental health & the land. Prosper has collaborated 
with numerous artists and organizations including Nestuita'si 
Storytelling, Mocean Dance, Bus Stop Theatre, Kinetic Studio, 
Highland Arts Theatre, Neptune Theatre, Fountain School, 
Halifax Dance YOCO, Dalhousie University, IOTA Institute Bodies 
in Movement, Banff Indigenous Residency, Bonavista Biennale, 
HRM/Happy Cities Consultant, NS Symphony, TSO Yoyo-ma & 
Jeremy Dutcher. 
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HEIST Mr. Margot

he/him
Duane Jones is a conceptual artist, graphic designer and cultural 
commentator based in Kjipuktuk. Through symbols, colour and 
typography, his work examines his place in contemporary culture 
and society. Duane prefers to let ideas dictate the medium of his 
projects, resulting in a multi-disciplinary practice with a diverse 
portfolio. He is the founder of lifestyle brand and podcast, Art 
Pays Me and is Web Communications Specialist for the Dalhousie 
University Faculty of Medicine. In 2021, Duane was named one 
of the most inspiring immigrants in the Maritimes and in 2022, 
Art Pays Me was a finalist for Small Business of the Year in the 
Halifax Business Awards. Duane has degrees from Bermuda 
College, NSCAD University and Dalhousie University, has 
served on a number of juries and boards that include the NSCAD 
University Board of Governors, and the Canadian Art Foundation 
Board of Directors.
 
@artpaysme

she/her 
Catarina is a performing artist, teacher & co-founder of Merry 
Time Music Co., a community minded music school and concert 
loft in Kjipuktuk/Halifax’s North End. As a performer, Catarina 
has worked in theater, voice-over, film, and television across 
the East Coast and Ontario. Some highlights include Garner 
Theatre Production's actor-musician workshop of "A Man of No 
Importance," where she played the tin whistle, auto-harp, and 
flute, and her role as Jules in the North American Premiere of 
"Bend It Like Beckham the Musical," directed by Madeline Paul 
and Gurinder Chadha. As a teacher, Catarina is dedicated to 
celebrating her students’ individuality and empowering them to 
find confidence in their skills and take agency in their learning 
journey. Catarina can also be found working behind the scenes 
and is thrilled to be back with Heist as a production assistant for 
the 2023 Creative Nova Scotia Awards!

Olivia is a stage manager, production manager and arts 
administrator based in Kjipuktuk / Halifax. In addition to her work 
as an independent theatre artist, last year she happily joined the 
2b theatre company team as the Assistant Managing Director. 
In 2022 Olivia received Theatre Nova Scotia's Merritt Award 
for Stage Management. She has supported a number of world 
premieres and new works, as well as managed award-winning 
productions and tours across Canada. She has worked with 
Eastern Front Theatre, Neptune Theatre, 2b theatre, Mulgrave 
Road Theatre, Ship’s Company, Shakespeare by the Sea, 
Matchstick Theatre, Kick at the Dark Theatre, Caravan Farm 
Theatre, Festival Antigonish, Villain’s Theatre, and many others. 
Olivia grew up in Vernon, British Columbia on the land of the Syilx 
people of the Okanagan Nation.

she/her 
A proud Acadian from New Brunswick, Nancy Kenny is a 
bilingual (French/English) actor, writer, theatre and film 
producer, who makes Halifax/Kjipuktuk her home. She is 
the creator/solo performer of the award-winning, critically 
acclaimed plays, Roller Derby Saved My Soul (Canadian 
Comedy Award nominee), and Everybody Dies in December. 
Recent writing credits include the stage play I Don’t Feel 
Pretty/Chu pas cute and upcoming seasons of En résidence 
and Garde partagée for UnisTV. Through her company, Broken 
Turtle Productions, Nancy’s focus is stories that explore the 
role of women, marginalized genders, and 2SLGBTQ+ people 
in society. She is particularly interested in new and multilingual 
works that explore our humanity with a darkly comedic bent. 
After the very isolating time of the pandemic, she dreams of 
working on a large ensemble piece that makes you laugh as 
much as it makes you cry. www.nancykenny.ca

@thenancykenny

As a leading live art company in Nova Scotia and beyond, we 
are committed to playful queer work that is innovative and 
genre-bending. An important element to our organization is 
having a clear and strong commitment to diversity within culture, 
abilities and gender. Since our inception in 2016, HEIST has been 
nominated for over twenty Theatre Nova Scotia Awards and has 
been awarded eight of them, including Outstanding Production 
in 2022 with our show Frequencies. HEIST was also a finalist for 
the Nova Scotia Masterworks Prize in 2021 with their original 
show The Princess Show. HEIST has toured work across the 
country, been a part of the National Arts Centre season and 
was featured at Spotlight Canada in Edinburgh in 2022. HEIST 
is comprised of its three core members - Richie Wilcox, Aaron 
Collier & Sylvia Bell. 

he/him
Born Marqeis Williams from North Preston, Nova Scotia is an 
Artrepreneur in Music & Entertainment who founded, owns & 
operates KekeBeatz Films, a company specializing in Multimedia 
arts. During the early 2010s, Keke founded his Recording Studio. 
From here he began to record with local artists, ranging from 
beginners to renowned veterans of the industry & also being 
known for being a safe space where the youth can go to record 
and stay out of the streets. While continuing to record for 
many at his studio, the film side began flourishing more where 
keke would do music video content for his High school friends 
during 2010-2013, from there his audience & clientele for KBF 
was growing outside of his home town, later peaking interests 
of work with Networks & Co such as Nationwide News outlets, 
Pineapple Express Media, branding his Artist spotlight series, 
CLEVER & Youtube channel "KekeBeatzTV", collaborating with 
HEIST & many more.

they/them
Margot Durling is a non-binary transgender artist driven by 
social change. Their colourful sculpture “Chosen Family” on 
the Halifax Commons celebrates queer community kinship and 
gender expression. In 2022 their team was selected as the 
runner-up for Canada’s 2SLGBTQIA+ National Monument Design 
Competition. Chosen Family went on to be exhibited at the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa, and more recently in the Halifax 
Mural Festival. Margot’s unconventional body of art inspires a 
universal joy and healing for all—with a message for the queer 
and trans community and the neurodivergent community. 
“There is so much beauty beyond the binary.” After 20+ years 
as a Creative Director, Margot is now working as an independent 
artist in Punamu'kwati'jk, Dartmouth.  margotdurling.com

@margotdurling

she/her
Jessica has been working in K'jipuktuk (Halifax) as a Lighting 
Designer and Production Manager for over 15 years.  She has 
taken productions across Canada, through the Southern States 
and Asia.  Selected works include: Neptune Theatre (The Play 
That Goes Wrong, Billy Elliot, Ballad of the Motherland, Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol), Votive Dance (WHODUNIT?), Eastern Front 
Theatre (Fat Juliet, Stages Theatre Festival), Live Art (Coastal 
Currents).
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Alderney Landing Theatre is located in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People. This territory is covered by the “Treaties of Peace and Friendship” which Mi’kmaq Wəlastəkwiyik (Maliseet), 

and Passamaquoddy Peoples first signed with the British Crown in 1726. The treaties did not deal with surrender of lands and resources but in fact recognized Mi’kmaq and Wəlastəkwiyik (Maliseet) title 

and established the rules for what was to be an ongoing relationship between nations. Having the awards show here at Alderney Theatre in Punamu’kwati’jk, also known as Dartmouth, we must also recognize the 

history of this land for the Black community of Nova Scotia as the community of Preston, at one point was on this very land. We want to acknowledge the people who were here before.And who are still here. 
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